September 30, 2076
Duvid Robivson (Great, Great, Grandfather of the Witliams bpothers)

Daoid Rubinson was father (Fapa) to o Great Grandnother Loona Robivson Jnnes, Loona lved antil the year 7978 wnd was nearly 99
years of age. We were ol youp men, olier than David wouldl have been when ke entlsted i the Cinil War, apon Great Grandna s doath,
We all brew and thved her very much especintly the tines we spent ap at camp lstening o her tofl us stories of the past out on the

sereened iy ,Mmé,

Devid was born o August 07%, 71843 ix Drumachose FParish, County Derry, Irebard, David inmigrated to the United States with his
famity aroud the age of 8 years ol Blicth records recovered i (retund indicate David was 78 years ofd apon enlisting i the Clinid War
on September 17, 1867 (w0t 19 years ol as recorded ix military doounents). Danidl vobinteered as a private ix the 56% Reginent,
Company ( being formed at Montiselly, New Jork. Alonp with Daid abeo entlisting was his cousic Withan Kobinson who was actually oty
76 years ol (wot 19 years ol per military record). [t was common af this tine to exaggerate age qpon enlisting i order to avail

exclusion from service wn%f % gain rank or standing anongst peers,

The mex of the 56" Reginent, N9 were soon to be tested ix batthe i the spring and summer months of 7862 in Virginia,  Lapagements ix
Viieginia iotaded the Siege of orktown, Loc & Mitl] Witliansbug, Bottoms and Turkey (cburd Britye, Saage Statin, Fair Oekls and
Seven Days’ Butth, ln the early years of the war the heaviest loses for the 56" Roginent were suffered during the battle of Faie
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Odls ix Vieginia, David & reginent was part of Naptoe s Army theated near Faie Oeks Station during this battte, Ok May 24% through
the 26" a growp of about 770 mex from the 56" Roginent were sent ot sooutivg the Confederate foroes, During these days the 56% got
withi four mites of the eity of Kiehnond being able to see the steeptos of the churches and the formidable earthuworks on the outokiits
of the oity. On May 28 1862 the 56% Roginent was sent out on picket about one mite i advance of the Federal camp (betuween the
Federad and Confederate canps). The 56” remaied on pieket wtil ofter midday on the 37 of May when the batthe began. The 56* foll
back t the boft side of the raithond as the Confederate army advanced i force bo their toft, skirmishing with another grow o a frontal
assautt towards the Union excampment. The 56% suffored heary tosses from enemy artitlery set ap wapposed near the Withanshurg Foad.
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Historians have suid that the fierce fiphting during this portion of the ‘Fenivsutle Campajpn” coddl have marked the end of the Clinid War
years earlier had the Uhion forces pursued General Loe s Confedorate force ints Kichmond, Virginit, the southern capital eity af the

tine. Combined nearlly 175,000 mex were eqpaged at the battle of Faie Oeks (aber Kroun as Seven Fives). Both sites had suffered
greatly with rearly 77-13,000 conbired casualbios equatlly split between the North and Suuth, This was the largest battle of the war to
date i the ‘Fastern Theater”
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Buth David and Witham advanced througph the ranks rather quickly consitoring their inmiprant standing. By June of 7863 David had risen
to the rank of Corporal and Withan was promoted to Sargent for Company [ of the 56" Roginent, N9 (at just 18 years o). The 56"
Reginent moved to the coast of the Carofinas ix 1863 where they wouldl spend the remaning years of the war servigg o expagements
tanched from these icbunds off the const of South Caroliva, 7rogps were positioed on these istands as part of a navel blockade that the
Federals had put ix place to cat off syplles to the Confederate forces and their prized ity of Chartoston, South Carolina, Mititary
gperatins bunched from these istnds during this tine i the war were abso ordered as demonstrations to confuse the Southern resistance
as Union forces approched during Sherman s March to the Sea” The goal was to cut-off the Savanah and Charboston rait road that
was suppllying Chartoston and enabllng the South to move tragps as needed to and from Savannak, (A

O November 30° 7864 the 56" Rogiment was ordered ints battte abong with the famed oll black 5% Reginent of Massachusetts and
others to tomey il Suth Caroliva, The Battle of tmey Ht was considered a toss for the Uhion forces which totaled 5,500 mex,
outrunbering theie Confederate counter parts rearly 5 to 7 at the start of the expagement. Confederatos were later reiforced to total
2,800 mex as the fiphting subsided, Union forces were delayed from the target theation by poor weather white travellny aboard thei
transport vesselle attempling to tand at Bayd s Laading i the Broad Kiver and by et (om devinus) ” guides hived to divect the trogps to
the proper booation, Durig the Buttte of tmey HH cousiv Witlhan was Kitled i action white standig side by side with David, Ok the
very same duy, Devid was promoted to Sargent of Company (] replacing Withian, [his battte was tater noted as being diected by poor
generalstip of Brigadior General Jokn P. tateh i charge of the Union forces in the fiell,
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Several days bater, on Decenber 06", 1864, David Rubinson was wounded ix action on the fiest day of the three day battte at Deveau
Neck, Suth Carolia kuown as the Battle of Tulifimy Creek” During this first day of fiphting at Deveaws Neck a Confoderate batthe
flag beluging to the 5% Roginent, Goorgia was captured by the 56* (later to be diputed by the 127 Roginent, NY). Lven though
the Confedorate trogps were overrun on the fivst day of fiphting the Federale were unsucoessful i severirg the Saamah and Chartoston
rail road at Deveaws Neck during this confliot. The fiphting did however serinusty disrapted the Suth s abifity to ulitize this rall lire
during the action and for the remainder of this year at a eritical tine as Sherman qppronched Swannak, Georgia, This battte was abso
sipnificant as it marked the first tine the Federal Marines were ased i action durig the Cinid War and on the qpposig side, the only
tine an extive enroltent of students from a cofloge were to bo expaged i battle to doferd the Suth, [he students fron the Citaded] a
nilltary colloge buoated roar Deveauws Neck, were enbisted to support the Confederate cause during this battte, Kecords indizate that
David was ot serivusly wounded i the forehead and soon returned to the fipht. During their stay at Deveaws MNeck which lasted wtil the
end of the year, 7865 the 56" Reginent, N reported seeing targe grows of Confederate trogps flocing Sherman s army now i
Savannak, GA wwilllyg to stap to engage Federad trogps encamped at Deveaws Mook, This was a cloar sipn that the war s end was i
sipht as Charbeston, SC woulll be tast on the list to be broght wder control by the Federals forces.
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ln the spring of 1865 (folbowing the surrender of Charteston, SC to Federal forces) David Robinson was promoted to 2 Lieatenant by
Major Generad Jokn G, Faster and Chartes Arderson Dana to the newly formed 10#* Reginent, US Colored Trogps. Gereral Foster
was an Lugineer from New tumpshive who taaght at West Fuint ard was second ix conmand during constraction of Fort Sumter shortly
before the war broke out. Goneral Fostor was an wuderwater demolition specialist writing many procedures that stitl maitain vabie ix
nodern tines, Foster plaged a sipnificant robe i lrying Go seltte recently freed staves as the war drew 0 a ctose. Chartos Dena bocane
a persomnel friond of Wlysses S, Grant for much of the war after being sent by the administration to look after General Grant dee to his
reputation, Dana was known to Fresident Abrakan Livcoty as The eyes for the adninistration for the war” after beirg assipred as the
Assistant Secretary of War.

The 10#* Reginent was formed i the spring of 1366 by assembllng more than 800 mex who were recently freed from stavery to act as
a milltarsy pollee force ix guarding Federal assets as Union trogps transitioned into reconstruction at the end of the war, Records indicate
that Daoid may have been one of fow white men assjpred to this reginext, He was the rankig offiver for approvinately 80 men i
Company K, 108% USCT. David dil wot return north with the other nex of the 56" Roginent, N9 ix Oetober of 1865 as he stayed on
for awother ¢ months with the 104% USCT ix South Carolina,
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As for the 56" Reginent, N9 they returned north and were mustered ot on Dotober 17 1865, Ix ol qpprovinately one thied of the
reginent did w0t return home from the war, There were 64 deaths die to conbat wnd related ijurics, [here were nearty three and one
half tines this many mex fron the 56% that swcounbed to ithhess wnd decease due to the deplorabl condltions that went along with serving
i the Ciwil War ox both sites of the confliet, Ohoe out ox manewvers the men wonld go for days without food water ard sheller before
the lhpistios coli get casght 4p o re~supply the men with the basies.

For David Robivson e woulll return to New Yok ix 1866 after fowr and one half years of war, stith a youg man 10t yet 23 years of
ape, Davil woll 9o on ix Ofe to wed three tines, expericncing loses of his first two wives, e woll weloome Leona Robivson (o Great
Grandnother) ito the worll qpprovinately 13 years after the war ended from what we belleve 1o bo his second wife (Flia M, Whited),
Leona was one of twins born by the couple, We kaow from storios handed down throngh the family that David did not share many of the
detalle of the war with Leona but he dil save and cherish everything possitte spon retuwning from the war (ks sword wiform, netols ard
offreicd military docanents). These items were passed don to his beloved dasghter, Leona and have most recently come into my possession.
David s anfform did ot survive this journey as it eventually turned to dast,

Prepared by:

Glen Williams (Great, Great, Grandson of David Robinson)
1 Grant Street

Derry, NH 03038

(603) 432-3603
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